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The 39th Annual Convention of the Ukrainian American Bar Association took place in 
Toronto, Canada on October 14 and 15, 2016. An opening reception took place at the historic 
Albany Club, one of the oldest private clubs in Canada, on Friday October 14th. Convention 
attendees had a chance to visit old friends, meet new ones, and discuss the latest legal and societal 
developments in Ukraine, all while enjoying sumptuous appetizers and drinks. 
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The UABA convention undertook a full schedule of events on Saturday, October 15th.  
First, however, we began with a moment of silence in remembrance of our friend and long-time 
colleague, Danylo M. Kurdelchuk, the late President of Ukriniurkolegia. 
 

Following the welcome and opening remarks, UABA President Taras Rudnitsky 
moderated the morning session which presented several interesting speakers. The first presentation 
was delivered by Dr. Ivan Horodyskyy, Director of the Rule of Law Center of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University. Dr. Horodyskyy discussed the process of legal education in Ukraine and the 
challenges that are faced. This was followed with a presentation by Dr. Oleksandr Romanko who 
provided an overview of various educational projects in Ukraine, as well as reforms to make 
education (and technology) more accessible to Ukrainians. Dr. George Foty presented an 
informative lecture detailing his personal experiences in helping build successful businesses in 
Ukraine without corruption. 

               
 

Thereafter, a series of informative lectures on the developments and implementation of the 
recently negotiated Canadian-Ukrainian Free Trade Agreement was presented by an expert panel, 
including Cyndee Todgham Cherniak and Zenon Poticzny, and moderated by Alex Ilchenko, the 
President of Ukrainian Canadian Bar Association. The morning session concluded with a 
presentation by Andriy Semotiuk on the importance of implementing a Ukrainian legal aid clinic 
by the diaspora, and the success of such a clinic in Toronto. 
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The morning session was followed by a working lunch 

with a keynote presentation by Dr. Andrii Veselovskyi who 
currently serves as the Consul General of Ukraine in Toronto. 
Dr. Veselovskyi is a seasoned career diplomat with a deep 
understanding of Ukraine’s perception in the West.  He spoke 
eloquently and warmly about Canadian-Ukrainian relations 
and his optimism for Ukraine’s future.  After his formal 
remarks, Dr. Veselovskyi engaged in a discussion regarding 
various legal proceedings initiated by Ukraine against Russia 
and its corrupt supporters. 
 

 
The afternoon session was opened by a moving presentation by 

Michael Bociurkiw, journalist and former spokesperson for OSCE in 
Eastern Ukraine. Mr. Bociurkiw spoke about the downing of Malaysian 
Air Flight MH17 over Eastern Ukraine, and provided an update on the 
current armed conflict in Eastern Ukraine. This included a 
comprehensive discussion of the recent report that concluded the 
civilian airplane was shot down using Russian equipment brought into 
eastern Ukraine which was manned by Russian-led personnel, and 
which was spirited out of Ukraine and back to Russia shortly after the 
lethal missile was fired. 

 
 
Continuing this theme, Adrian Karatnycky discussed the possibility of Ukrainian legal 

claims against the Russian Federation. This was followed by Andriy Semotiuk’s informative 
lecture on current immigration options for Ukrainians seeking entry to either the United States or 
Canada. The afternoon session was concluded by French lawyer Stephane Dunikowski and his 
presentation on the trial of Samuel Schwartzbard, the admitted assassin of Simon Petlura. Mr. 
Dunikowski’s lecture combined the historical, social and psychological elements of the trial, as 
well as an outline of French criminal procedure. 

           
 
 The 39th Annual Convention of the UABA concluded with an overview by President Taras 
Rudnitsky and closing remarks by Vice President/Treasurer Oksana Pelekh. 


