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Ukraine: US And Nato Build-Up 'Worries' Russia Russia has told the United States it has no intention of invading Ukraine and 

expressed concern about the build-up of American and Nato forces in eastern Europe. Four British Typhoon fighter jets have arrived 

at a Nato base in Lithuania to take part in increased Baltic border patrols, while 600 US troops were deployed to Poland and the Baltic 

countries of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, reportedly for military exercises. It comes amid continuing violence in eastern Ukraine, 

including in the city of Luhansk where hundreds of pro-Russian separatists stormed the regional government headquarters, unopposed 

by police.   SkyNews.  Read More 

OSCE media freedom representative denounces continuing attacks, kidnappings of journalists, forced switching of TV 

channels in Ukraine conflict areas OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media Dunja Mijatović today denounced new cases of 

kidnapping and attacks on journalists, the recent takeover of a regional television station in Donetsk and illegal switching of 

broadcasts. “Impunity for assailants of journalists and broadcasters is escalating the tensions and contributing to the deterioration of 

the security situation. I am dismayed by the lack of response by the law enforcement authorities to these attacks. Rule of law must be 

re-introduced in Ukraine,” Mijatović said.    OSCE.  Read More  

 Does America Have Ukraine's Back? In March 1992, as war loomed on the horizon, the various factions met in Lisbon to try and 

craft a deal that would hold Bosnia together and avert the predictable tragedy. Reluctantly, the country's Muslims, Croats and Serbs 

grappled with the creation of a decentralized country in which each ethnic group would have predominance in different cantons, 

bound together in a loose federation. At the last minute, the agreement was torpedoed. Many asserted that the president of Bosnia, 

Alija Izetbegovic, whose own authority (and that of the Muslim community over all of Bosnia) would have been diminished by the 

accord, had rejected it, having supposedly received assurances from the Americans (who did not like the overt partition of Bosnia on 

ethnic lines) that Washington would support the Bosnian government in the event of war.    The National Interest. Read More  

Ukraine crisis: Kharkiv mayor Hennadiy Kernes shot The mayor of Kharkiv in eastern Ukraine has been shot and critically 

wounded amid continuing unrest in the region. Hennadiy Kernes was recovering after a two-hour operation to repair damage to the 

chest and abdomen, but his life remained in danger, his office said. Monday also saw pro-Russian separatists seize a local government 

building in Kostyantynivka, a town to the south. The US has meanwhile expanded sanctions to include targets linked to President 

Vladimir Putin's "inner circle".   BBC News.   Read More 
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Donetsk television station seized to provide "correct" - Russian - coverage Espreso.tv has reported that the pro-Russian protesters 

who seized the Donetsk regional TV and radio station earlier on Sunday have left the premises. Since no other media have reported 

this, it is unclear where they have their information from, and it seems likely that the TV channel is still in the control of the pro-

Russian protesters who object to the channel’s “wrong coverage”. At a rally on Sunday afternoon,  protesters were told that their 

people were not being given broadcasting time.  300 - 500 of them set off for the television station which they appear to have seized 

without any serious resistance from the police.   Human Rights in Ukraine.   Read More 

 Why We Have To Win In Ukraine And Putin Has To Lose In 1956, Soviet tanks rolled into Hungary. In 1968, they crushed the 

Prague Spring and in the 1980’s, under Soviet pressure, Poland instituted martial law in order to subjugate the Solidarity movement. 

Yet today, all three countries are thriving democracies and NATO allies who contribute to our prosperity and security. As the crisis in 

Ukraine continues to fester, we must decide where we stand. Do we want to return to the dark days of the Cold War or do we want to 

build on the integrated global order that has delivered peace and prosperity? Do we believe that people have the right to pursue their 

dreams or do we bequeath veto power on authoritarian thugs?   Forbes.  Read More 

Russia's propaganda war is a danger for Ukraine's Jews Violence is a distraction from the simple facts, and propaganda turns 

distraction into abstraction, people into symbols – and all the more now as Russian intervention in Ukraine grows ever more extensive 

and threatening. Consider the threat made by the Russian foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, that it would "respond" if Russian citizens 

in Ukraine are harmed. Yet who are these citizens? There are speakers of Russian in Ukraine, but they are not Russian citizens any 

more than I, a speaker of English, am a British subject. There are people who identify as Russian – about a seventh of the population – 

but they are no more Russian citizens than Quebecois are citizens of France.   Guardian.   Read More 

Who Will Influence Whom? SOMETIMES the simplest question speaks the biggest truth. I was meeting with some Maidan activists 

here in Kiev last week, and we were talking about Russian President Vladimir Putin’s insistence that Ukraine was part of Russia’s 

traditional “sphere of influence” and “buffer zone” with the West, and, therefore, America and the European Union need to keep their 

hands off. At one point, one of the activists, the popular Ukrainian journalist, Vitali Sych, erupted: “Did anyone ask us whether we 

wanted to be part of his buffer zone?”    The New York Times. Read More  

Ukraine’s wake-up call for NATO For years leaders of this Baltic state were an irritant at NATO meetings, insisting to eye-rolling 

ambassadors from Western Europe that Vladimir Putin’s Russia was a revanchist power bent on destabilizing and dominating its 

neighbors. Now they voice grim satisfaction that what was once dismissed as paranoia has become the West’s conventional wisdom. 

But the satisfaction has its limits. “The thing about being a Cassandra, being right is not necessarily great,” President Toomas Ilves 

told a security conference here over the weekend. “Because if you have read your ‘Iliad,’ you know she dies.”   Washington Post.  

Read More 

 Russia sanctions 'price worth paying,' says William Hague The UK foreign secretary said the EU, US and allies planned further 

travel bans and asset freezes against Moscow as punishment for "bullying" behaviour. But he warned that "more far reaching 

measures" were being prepared. EU diplomats revealed they will meet on Monday to discuss new sanctions against Russia. Earlier, 

the G7 group of economic powers agreed to intensify sanctions. The West accuses Russia of leading a secessionist revolt in Ukraine's 

east after it annexed Crimea last month. Moscow denies the allegations.   BBC News.   Read More 

The War on Truth in Ukraine For a moment last week, war seemed imminent. A day after Russia’s foreign minister, Sergey V. 

Lavrov, warned Ukraine’s leaders against using force in the crisis there, the Ukrainian military attacked a checkpoint outside the 

separatist-held town of Slovyansk. Russian forces across the border responded with maneuvers labeled “exercises,” coupled with 

statements from the Kremlin that amounted to “you were warned.” Russian television made Slovyansk look like Guernica; Ukrainian 

news media reported that separatist militants were using kindergartners as human shields.    The New York Times. Read More  

 

The Russia Problem The U.S. and EU are saying they will impose new sanctions on Russia as early as Monday, albeit watered down 

again due to fears of economic harm in Europe. This continues the trend of incremental action that Vladimir Putin has consistently 

shrugged off. It also avoids the real need in the West for rethinking how to handle a revanchist Russia.The sanctions-by-small-degrees 

strategy continues the hope that Mr. Putin's Russia can somehow, with the right balance of carrots and sticks, be brought back into the 

European fold.   The Wall Street Journal.  Read More 
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Latest Daily Ukrainian Legal News Feed   

Yurincom Inter 

Юридичний Вісник України 

Law Journal of Ukraine (in Ukr.) 

Access limited to UABA members 

Ukrainian Law Links 
Access limited to UABA members 

New Ukrainian Legislation (in Ukr.) 

Weekly Panorama (in Ukr.) 

events affecting the Ukrainian legal profession 

 
UABA INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

Deadline for applying for the Spring, 2013 

internship position is March 21, 2013 

LAW POSITIONS WANTED/AVAILABLE 

Click Here to View Resumes or Job Availabilities posted by 

UABA Members or Law Students 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free email myroslaw@smorodsky.com 

Check out the UABA website; WWW.UABA.ORG and become a member! 
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