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The UABA held its 36th Annual Convention on the 

Mayan Riviera, Quintana Roo, Mexico.  As in 

previous years, this year’s convention was attended 

by famous lawyers, judges, non-profit leaders and 

business people from the United States, Ukraine, 

and Canada.  Traditionally, the Convention took off 

with an amicable cocktail reunion, which this year 

took place in front of the beach. 

On Friday, the Convention began its academic activities.  Petro Kostiv started off with 

a presentation on how foreign investors can obtain their permanent legal residency in 

the United States by investing in the American economy.  Myroslaw Smorodsky 

together with Yulia Semenova from Ukriniurkolegia 

discussed the challenging and conflicting issues of 

international estate administration.  Viktor Rud later 

explained major concepts and recent developments in 

anti-trust law. Steve Grogoza finalized  Friday’s 

lectures by explaining  how Columbus negotiated his financial agreements 

with the Spanish Crown during his journey to what he mistakenly thought was 

India. 

The Convention continued with its educational program on Saturday, 

with several outstanding speakers.  Markian Silecky updated 

everyone on the European Union and Ukrainian privacy regulations, 

as well as their implementation, impact and enforcement.  Next, 

Taras Rudnitsky presented an overview 

of U.S. consumer protection litigation, 

including the areas of consumer finance, 

debt collection, lemon laws and auto 

fraud.  Vadym Samoilenko, of Kyiv, 

Ukraine  discussed the recent Ukrainian 

law regarding advocacy and advocate activity, including an assessment of the 

practical impact of that law in  the year since it was enacted. The Hon. Ihor Samsin, 

Head of the Supreme Qualification Commission of Judges of Ukraine, Judge of the 
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Supreme Court of Ukraine, concluded the academic portion of the program by discussing: The Role of the 

Supreme Qualification Commission of Judges in Implementing European Standards of Justice in Ukraine. 

 

 

Following those presentations, the members of the UABA elected new Officers 

and Governors for the 2013 to 2015 term: 

•       President:  Petro Kostiv 

•       Vice President:  Taras Rudnitsky 

•       Secretary/Treasurer:  Oksana Pelekh 

•       Governor:  George Pazuniak (Chairman) 

•       Governor:  Stephen Grogoza 

•       Governor:  Iryna Ivashchuk 

•       Governor:  Victoria Kulik 

•       Governor:  Walter Lupan 

•       Governor:  Andrew Pidgirsky 

•       Governor:  Markian Silecky 

•       Governor:  Andrew Steckiw 

 

 

The UABA Annual Banquet was held Saturday evening, featuring our Keynote 

Speaker and noted artist, Andrij Maday.  Mr. Maday has received numerous awards 

for his work, which has been displayed in many venues, including 35 solo exhibitions 

throughout the United  States and Canada.   He generally discussed his work, and also 

shared  a presentation depicting many of his paintings, drawings, woodcuts, icons and 

giclees.  The presentation was extremely well-received by everyone in attendance and 

was a fitting conclusion to the annual Convention. 
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