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RESOLUTION 
 

 

Unanimously adopted by the Ukrainian American Bar 

Association at its 34th Annual Convention on 

November 5, 2011 

Cancun, Mexico 
 

Whereas, the Ukrainian American Bar Association, as one of the founding 

members of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists, has always had as one of 

its core goals the establishment of an effective and ongoing communications 

modality for the candid and forthright exchange of ideas between the 

Ukrainian Legal community and its counterparts in the Ukrainian Diaspora, 

Whereas, in furtherance of these objectives, the World Congress of Ukrainian 

Jurists was incorporated both in Canada and in Ukraine in 1994, 

Whereas, sadly, in the past decade these optimistic aspirations for the World Congress of 

Ukrainian Jurists have not come to fruition but have, in fact, regressed and become seemingly an 

idealistic and nostalgic hope from a time long past, 

Whereas, over the years, the present administration of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists 

has made vociferous representations and promises for actions, which promises were never kept, 

creating a haunting feeling in the West that there was no intention to fulfill them from the 

beginning,  

Whereas, the present administration of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists has failed to 

hold elections prior to June 16, 2011 as was promised at the biannual meeting of the organization 

held in June 2010, 

Whereas, in today’s geopolitical reality, the Ukrainian American Bar Association continues to 

believe fervently that the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists can still serve a useful purpose 

towards, at least, re-establishing a potentially useful dialogue and the World Congress can, 

should, and must take such actions as may be necessary to advance the rule of law in Ukraine, 

Whereas, Danylo M. Kurdelchuk, as deputy president and the most responsive and cooperative 

official of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists, underlined the Congress’ past and present 

role and its potential and significance for the legal profession and for the strengthening  of the 

rule of law in an independent Ukraine, 
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Whereas, academician Petro Melnyk, a public figure and peoples’ deputy of Ukraine, whose 

greetings were extended to the Ukrainian American Bar Association, is a nominated candidate 

for the presidency of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists, which information was positively 

received by the Ukrainian American Bar Association, 

 

NOTE: The Board of Governors of the Ukrainian American Bar Association revoked the 

Association's prior support of Petro Melnyk on March 19 2012 as a result of his improper 

conduct at the mayoral elections in Obukhiv, Ukraine. 

 

Whereas, the Ukrainian American Bar Association has requested Danylo M. Kurdelchuk to 

convey this resolution and the sentiment of the Ukrainian American Bar Association to the 

present administration of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ukrainian American Bar Association strongly calls upon the 

present administration of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists to hold a plenary meeting of 

all members in early spring of 2012 for the purpose of electing a new governing body; and to 

establish a plan of action to advance the original objectives of the organization, and for the 

advancement of the rule of law in Ukraine, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if such meeting is not held as is stated in this resolution, the 

Ukrainian American Bar Association reserves the right to continue the work envisioned by the 

original founders of the World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists solely under the charter of the 

World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists registered in Canada. 
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