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UABA Meets With Ukraine’s Foreign Minister and Justice Minister 
- As complaints of violations of rule of law and human rights continue to mount 

 

Feb. 14, 2011 (Washington, D.C.)  UABA members attended a meeting at the Embassy of Ukraine with the Minister 

for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, the Ukrainian Minister of Justice, Olexander Lavrynovych, and 

the Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States, Olexander Motsyk.  Held Sunday, February 13 with representatives of 

other Ukrainian Diaspora organizations, the main topic was the continuing lack of respect for the rule of law in Ukraine, 

with, among others, one of UABA’s attendees, the Honorable 

Bohdan Futey, questioning the delegation in view of current 

published reports.  The Ministers acknowledged that improvements 

are necessary, but stressed that the country is more stable, the 

economy is improving, and that the administration is taking steps to 

correct corruption which will show improvement over time.  

On Monday, Myroslaw Smorodsky and George Pazuniak had a 

private luncheon meeting with the Ukrainian Minister of Justice to 

further discuss the issues of concern to the UABA.  The discussions 

were frank and forthright with the UABA requesting that a modality 

be established to continue an open and candid dialog with the 

Ministry of Justice on these matters.  The UABA President delivered 

a letter in (English) and (Ukrainian) to the Minister as to its 

concerns.  The UABA thanks the Minister for accepting the 

invitation to meet, despite his tight schedule. 
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The UABA is extremely concerned that corruption is eroding the rule of law in Ukraine, and basic human rights are 

being violated.  It is not alone.  The remarks by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton after Third Meeting of the 

U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership Commission with Foreign Minister Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, on February 15, 2011, 

suggest that the American government has raised similar issues: 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  In my conversation today with Foreign Minister Gryshchenko, we 

discussed … our support for Ukraine’s efforts to strengthen its own democracy and the rule of law…. 

Now we are also looking to Ukraine to continue the commitments that President Yanukovych has 

made to transparent government, strong rule of law, protection of freedom of speech and media, 

comprehensive judicial reform in partnership with the Ukrainian people, with stakeholders 

throughout the country, including opposition leaders and members of civil society.  Many of the civil 

society activists here from Ukraine really are committed to strengthening their country, and we 

support their goals. They are really committed to also being a partner with their government, and 

they will be working to see more progress. 

The disrespect for the rule of law in Ukraine may be largely economic, but the police are still continuing improper 

searches and seizures, and starving, beating and sometimes killing persons taken into custody.  Many of the unlawful 

actions are plainly directed at persons and institutions viewed as being too nationalistic.  And, following the unfortunate 

example of Putin’s Russia, generally only members of the opposition − or those unlucky enough to be caught in an 

internal power struggle − are investigated and imprisoned. 

The Ukrainian judiciary, regrettably, has been a steward of corruption.  The European Community has challenged the 

Ukrainian judiciary for failing basic principles of the rule of law.  The UABA believes that Ukraine will become a great 

country within the sphere of the other European countries only when it achieves a strong and honest judicial system.  This 

is a major goal of the organization, and the UABA stands ready to continue its cooperation with Ukrainian legal 

organizations, judiciary, lawyers and law schools in helping Ukraine achieve that goal. 

Check out the new UABA website; WWW.UABA.ORG and become a member! 
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